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41 YEARS OF RIVER ADVOCACY,
AWARENESS AND CELEBRATION. 

 Here 's  to  the  rivers  and  communities  that  connect  us :  

 

 

41+
Events across BC

25,000+
Litres of trash removed 

CREATIVE AND DIVERSE
In  BC  this  year ,  events  (both  big  and  small)  ranged  from

community  clean  ups  and  festivals  to  educational

seminars ,  ceremonies ,  art  demonstrations  and  f i lm

screenings .  41  events  were  documented ,  both  virtual  and

in-person ,  with  many  small-scale  and  private  events

going  uncounted .  We  saw  participation  across  all  major

BC  regions .  There  was  an  especially  strong  showing  in

Vancouver  and  the  Tri-City  area ,  as  well  as  on  Vancouver

Island  and  the  Sunshine  Coast ,  but  we  also  saw  a  good

showing  in  the  Kootenays ,  Okanagan ,  and  in  Northern  BC .   

.

A GLOBAL EVENT WITH BC ROOTS 
Mark  Angelo  started  BC  Rivers  Day  in  1980  as  a  way  to

commemorate  "the  immense  natural ,  cultural  and

recreational  values  of  BC ’s  great  river  heritage . "  It  all

started  as  a  small-scale  clean-up  on  the  Thompson  River

and  has  since  sparked  the  creation  of  World  Rivers  Day :

one  of  the  biggest  environmental  celebrations  on  the

planet .  This  year ,  close  to  100  countries  participated  in

celebrations  across  the  globe .  
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OUTDOOR  RECREAT ION  COUNC I L  OF  BC



CLEANING UP OUR ACT
Approximately  12  additional  large  scale  clean-ups  were

counted  in  various  locations  around  BC .  Between  four  of  those

events  alone ,  the  equivalent  of  25 ,000  l itres  of  trash  were

removed  from  surrounding  waterways  ( imagine  approximately

414  garbage  bags  of  trash) .  A  couple  big  ticket  items  found

included  car  tires  and  an  old  dishwasher !

A GREAT "PLOGGING" CHALLENGE
Our  feature  event  was  a  virtual  “plogging”  challenge  (a  term

with  Swedish  roots  which  refers  to  running  while  picking  up

trash) .  The  intent  was  to  encourage  people  to  explore

waterways  close  to  home ,  even  i f  they  didn ’t  have  an  event  to

attend  nearby .  

HEALTHY RIVERS, HAPPY PEOPLE
Once  again ,  the  theme  this  year  was  "Waterways  in  our

Communities . "  Healthy  rivers  and  streams  make  communities

better  places  to  l ive ,  and  clean  ups  are  always  a  great  and

tangible  place  to  start .
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R I V E R S  D A Y  F O U N D E R ,  M A R K  A N G E L O  

The importance of clean freshwater has been so essential to the
fight against COVID-19 – BC and World Rivers Day is a timely
opportunity for literally millions of people around the world to
come together to celebrate the importance of healthy, vibrant

waterways

 
 

CATHY  MACKENZ IE  (RDCO )



BC PLACE SHOWS ITS COLOURS 
River  enthusiasts  in  all  corners  of  the  province  organized  over

41  community  events  and  activities  in  addition  to  many

riverside  outings  l ike  clean-ups ,  walks ,  strolls ,  jogs ,  bird

counts ,  and  paddles .  At  the  end  of  the  day  in  downtown

Vancouver ,  BC  Place  l it  up  blue  to  honour  Rivers  Day .   

TWO SOLD OUT SCREENINGS
The  premier  screening  of  “The  Last  Paddle  -  1000  Rivers ,  1  Life"

was  held  on  BC  Rivers  Day  and  showcased  founder  Mark

Angelo ’s  personal  journey  exploring  and  advocating  for  rivers

around  the  world .  The  event  was  a  big  success ,  with  two  sold

out  screenings ,  one  of  which  was  added  at  the  last  minute  to

accommodate  ticket  demand .  
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THANK
YOU

T O  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D
C O M M U N I T I E S  W H O

C E L E B R A T E D  W I T H  U S
T H I S  Y E A R

 
T O  O U R  W O N D E R F U L

P A R T N E R  A N D
S P O N S O R ,  F O R T I S B C

 
A N D  T O  S T R A T H C O N A
P A R K  L O D G E  F O R  T H E

G E N E R O U S  P R I Z E
D O N A T I O N S
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